& Research Project
The idea of this project is to show that you can work well outside of the lessons to make
several seperate pieces of work. These need to be neatly presented and handed in on
time.
This project has:


Two practical assignments



A research assignment



A written assignment



An internet research assignment

You will be given quite a long period of time to complete the assignments. It is up to you
how you organise your time. All of the work has to be done outside of the normal lessons.
All of the work has to be put into a folder at the end of the project and handed in on time.

If you hand the whole project in two weeks early you will be given extra points . If you
hand it in one week early you will also be rewarded with, but a little less. Remember
though, the entire project has to be finished to get extra points!!

2 TVWO

Matisse versus Picasso
- Beauty versus agitated spikiness
Beauty, a dictionary definition:
the combination of all the qualities of a person or thing that delight the senses
and please the mind

Read the text below carefully through. Pay close attention to the words
that have been highlighted and explained alongside the text. Also look
carefully at the paintings that have been placed by the text to illustrate
it, ask yourself how do they fit in with what has been written.

Matisse, 1905

French
siècle is
Fin de
entury
of the c
for end
s the
t mean
Zeitgeis
times
’ of the
‘feeling
Aesthetic
means th
ings
concerne
d with bea
uty

d PostFauvism an
m are the
Impressionis
to two
n
names give
sts around
ti
ar
of
groups
1900

Picasso, 1907

From:
This is Modern Art
Pages 103-4
By Matthew Collings

Assignment 1
The text written by Matthew Collins has introduced you a little to the work of two of the great
modern artists of the first half of the twentieth century. This first assignment will help you to
get to know their work a little more.
Using the internet you have to collect a series of five Matisse paintings and five by Picasso.
Look carefully at the selection criteria below before you start searching.
One of your five Matisse paintings MUST be Luxe, Calme et Volupté.
One of your five Picasso paintings MUST be Les Demoiselles d’ Avignon
The five examples of Matisse's work and five of Picasso's. Your choices MUST meet the following criteria:


They must all be paintings (no sculpture or drawings)



You must be able to find a good quality picture of the artwork



You must be able to find the title of the artwork



You must be able to find the year in which it was made



All paintings should have the exact address of the internet page where you found them.

IMPORTANT: We are only interested in genuine artworks by Picasso and Matisse, look very
carefully at the websites the pictures are on, ask yourself, “is this site a trustworthy
source?”. Mistakes in this area will cost you marks!!
By clicking on the two photographs below you will go to two sites that you could use:

Matisse

Picasso

http://www.wikiart.org is also a very good source to use.
Assignment 2
Right from the beginning of his text Matthew Collins makes it clear that he thinks Matisse was
interested in making his work beautiful. But is this the case with all of his work? Is it all equally
beautiful?
Take a critical look at the five Matisse paintings that you have selected. For this second assignment you must put them in YOUR order of beauty. Start with the one that you consider to be
the most beautiful, then the second, third and so on.
Make it clear in the way that you present the paintings which you think is the most beautiful
and which the least. Note: REMEMBER, THIS IS ABOUT BEAUTY NOT WHICH ONE IS MOST
SKILLFULLY PAINTED OR MOST COMPLICATED ETC.

Assignment 3
In the second paragraph of his text, Collins describes the work of Matisse as "calm, luxurious
and voluptuous". These words go a lot further than just saying that the paintings are
"beautiful", they refer to particular aspects or qualities that the work has.
Look at the Matisse artwork that you have put as number one in your list of five Matisse artworks.
Write down a list of five adjectives that describe details of the painting that you consider as
beautiful. In each case then put the word in a grammatically correct sentence to explain your
reasons for choosing it.
E.g. Calm - Matisse's use of various shades of blue in the background creates a sort of calm atmosphere in the painting.
The five sentences together should form a short analysis of the beauty of the artwork.

Assignment 4
In the second paragraph of his text Collins talks about the "cut-outs" (or "paper-cuts") that Matisse made late in his career. Find two examples of this section of the artist's work. Check carefully that the examples you have found are genuine Matisse artworks and copy the website
addresses into your word document.
Collins goes on to say:
"...his late cut-outs which look like logos or fabric patterns and which seem to be everywhere in
high-street culture, advertising and packaging"
Find two examples of logos or fabric designs (think about the fabrics used for clothing, bedding,
curtains or furniture) that you see as having a connection with the style of Matisse's papercuts.
Explain clearly in a few sentences what exactly the similarities are that you can see between
the work of Matisse and the examples that you have found. Be as descriptive as you can in how
explain the similarities (write about 100 words).

Assignment 5 - Paper-cut practical
Matisse made his paper-cut artworks near the end of his life when, because of an illness, he
found it easier to hold a pair of scissors than a paint brush. He would use the scissors as his
'drawing' tool, by simply cutting into the paper to make the shapes he wanted, without
drawing them first. For this practical assignment you must work in a similar way, simply
cutting into coloured paper, with no drawing on the paper first!!
The paper-cut that you make is going to be based not on one of Matisse's artworks, but instead on one of Picasso's.
Following the instructions below carefully:


Picasso's painting Demoiselles d'Avignon shows us five people. They are clearly all
women, but they are not especially realistic. Picasso has created shapes and forms
that seem to have been broken up in slightly unusual or unexpected ways. Choose
two of the figures and then, without drawing the shapes on you coloured paper first,
use your scissors to cut out the various shapes that make up the two women.



If you can’t find a piece of coloured paper at home, use a piece of wrapping paper, or
even a sheet of newspaper instead.



Do not try and cut out the whole figure in one go. It will be a lot easier to cut it out
a part at a time. This way an arm or a leg could be made up of two or three separate pieces of paper.



Some of the shapes might turn out the be excellent copies of the shapes you need,
others might be less good, but at this stage do not worry too much.



When you have all the shapes arrange them on a separate sheet of white paper like
Matisse did with his paper cuts. You are not trying to make an exact copy of Picasso's
women, they should be you own version, but it should have a clear relationship to
the original painting. If you need to recut any shapes you may of course do that, but
remember, no drawing the shape first.



When you are finally satisfied with your arrangement of the two figures glue them
neatly down onto the paper.

Assignment 6
Place in order of beauty
The three pictures below, and on the left are details of three still lives. One is a painting by Matisse, one a painting by Picasso and the third is an old black and white photograph by Edward Curtis.
By clicking on the pictures below you can visit websites where you can see the whole picture.
When you have had a good look at all three put the three pictures in a 1,2,3 order where the first
picture is the one that you think is the most beautiful, number two the second most beautiful and
number three the one that you think is least beautiful.
When you have decided on your order write a text of at least 200 words where you explain clearly
the reasons behind the order that you have chosen. Describe what you like about the pictures and
what you dislike.
There is no right or wrong answer for the order your choose, your mark will be based on how well
you explain your opinons.
Assignment 1

4
There are no errors in the documentation of the
paintings.

Assignment 3

Assignment 4

Assignment 5

Assignment 6

Presentation

3

2

1

There is one error
in the documentation of the
paintings.

There are two
errors in the documentation of the
paintings.

There are three or
more errors in the
documentation of
the paintings.

4

3

2

1

The five words that
you have written
down are all adjectives and you have
put them into five
very good sentences.

One of the five
words that you
have written down
is not an adjective
and/or you have
put them into five
reasonable sentences with very
few errors.

More than one of
the five words that
you have written
down is not an
adjective and/or
your five sentences
are rather poorly
written.

More than one of
the five words that
you have written
down is not an
adjective and/or
your five sentences are a confusing
muddle.

4

3

You have found
two excellent
examples of Matisse-like logos or
fabric patterns and
have explained
their connections
with Matisse’s
work very well.

You have found
two good examples of Matisse-like
logos or fabric
patterns and have
explained their
connections with
Matisse’s work
satisfactorily well.

4

2
You have found
two examples of
Matisse-like logos
or fabric patterns
but haven’t really
explained their
connections with
Matisse’s work
very well.

1
It is difficult to see
a connection between your examples and the work
my Matisse. Your
own explanation is
poor.

3

2

You have made a
well-designed,
interesting and
beautifully presented paper-cut.
The connection
with the Picasso
painting is very
clear.
4

You have made a
good and wellpresented papercut. The connection with the Picasso painting is clear.

Your paper-cut is
rather untidy and
not especially
interesting and/or
the connection
with the Picasso
painting is not
especially clear.

1

3

2

1

You have written
an excellent text
and explained
you’re your opinions extremely
well.

You have written a
satisfactory text
and explained
you’re your opinions are clear.

You have written
an confusing/
muddled text and
you’re your opinions are not always
clear.

You have written a
text that is difficult
to follow and you
have failed to
sufficiently explain
your opinions.

Your paper-cut is
untidy or unfinished and shows
little connection
with the Picasso
painting.

4

3

2

1

The whole project
is complete and
beautifully presented

The whole project
is complete and
satisfactorily
presented

The whole project
is complete but
poorly presented

The project is very
untidily presented
or is incomplete

In total 24 marks can be scored. Score all 24 and you will get a 10.
12 out of 24 will be worth a 5 and so on.
BONU MARKS: If you hand in a complete project two weeks before the deadline set by your teacher you will be
given 2 extra points on your total. One week early will be worth 1 mark.

